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Key Messages

« The rate of Covid-19 cases per 100,000 population in Reading has continued to

increase. The rate is now much higher than the peak of the previous wave in January
2021.

e Most Covid-19 cases in Reading are now the new Omicron variant.

e (Case rates in older age groups began to increase considerably towards the end of
2021. This may have implications for future hospitalisations and mortality.

« (Case rates per population are now highest in younger adults.

« The rate of cases in school age children and young people have fallen below the LA
average. While Omicron cases appear to be more prevalent in younger adults, it is
possible that cases in children and young people may begin to increase when schools
return after the Christmas holidays.

e Around 67% of people in Reading have had 2 doses of a Covid-19 vaccine and 45% have
received a booster, compared to 83% and 62% nationally. This is likely to reflect
Reading’s younger population and other eligibility criteria.
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Latest case rate compared to neighbouring local
authorities

The Covid-19 case rate per 100,000 population in Reading is currently similar to rates in the
South East and in most Berkshire LAs. Case rates across Berkshire and the South East are, in
general, lower than the England average.
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Changes in case rate in Reading over time

« Case rates have risen steeply in Reading and elsewhere during November and December
and are predicted to continue to increase until at least mid-January

Weekly rate of confirmed cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 population
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Changes in case rate in Reading over time - by
broad age group

« Case rates in both the general population and the 60+ population are now at
their highest since the start of the pandemic. During the previous peak in
January 2021 the overall case rate reached around 800 per 100,000 and the
case rate in those aged 60 reached around 500 per 100,000.
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Case rate by age group

Case rates are currently highest in younger adults.

Rates in children and young people have fallen slightly since the beginning of school holidays
at the end of December, but may be expected to increase again now schools have re-opened
Case rates in older age groups began to increase considerably at the end of December
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Covid-19 patients in Royal Berkshire Hospital

« Hospital admissions have started to rise, but not currently reaching levels seen in

previous waves.
« Latest data shows 77 people from Reading currently in hospital with Covid-19, 70% have

had two doses of a Covid-19 vaccine and 10% have had a booster. 26% are unvaccinated,
including a small number who declined a vaccination for health reasons®

Patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 - Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust
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Mortality rate in Reading

Rate per 100,000 pop
R - [ Y
] [wn] (o] ] [an]

=

PH

National Statistics; Death registrations and occurrences by local authority)

Currently no increase in deaths related to Covid-19 following the most recent wave.

Mortality in Reading per 100,000 population
(2021 compared to 2015-19 average)
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Vaccination in Reading by age

» 67% of people in Reading aged 12 and older have received two doses of a Covid-19
vaccine and 45% have received a booster (compared to 83% and 62% in the UK). This is
likely to reflect Reading’s younger population and other eligibility criteria.

» Vaccination uptake by age group suggests those aged 20-39 years in Reading are the
most likely not to have had any Covid-19 vaccine.

® Booster or 3 Doses @2 Doses @1 Dose @0 Doses
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Cases identified as Omicron variant

« By mid-December the majority of specimens from Reading sent for full analysis were
found to be the Omicron variant
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